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Box No, I Basis of the opinion ^ 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
H the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ on paper 

□ in electronic form 

c. time of fillngyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Box No. 11 Priority 

1 . E The validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the International Searching Authority 

does not have in its possession a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed or, where 
required, a translation of that earlier application. This opinion has nevertheless been established on the 
assumption that the relevant date (Rules 436/s.l and 64.1) is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43bisA and 64.1 ). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion witit regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
Obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of 

□ the entire international application 
S claims Nos. 35-45 

because: 

^ i'?hvfif!? '"t®"""?* application, or the said claims Nos. 35-45 relate to the following subject matter 
which does not require an international search (specify): 

see separate sheet 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be fornied (specify): 

° OTUl?tie formid '?spec!S '^°^' ^° '"aclequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 

El no intemational search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 35-45 

° prescribed HmTiS "°* ^ sequence listing; the applicant did not, within the 

□ furnish a sequence listing on paper complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Searchina 
Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it. 

liiTj^^!!.®^*'"?"?-® electronic form complying with the standard provided for in Annex C 

of the Administrative Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Searching 
Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it. 

□ pay the required late furnishing fee for the furnishing of a sequence listing in response to an 
invitation under Rules 13?er.1 (a) or (b). « ^ w h 

° '^"H'd "ot be formed without the tables related to the sequence listings; the applicant 

fil?i2'nS5L"„*?^ prescnbed time limit furnish such tables in electronic form complying with the technical 
requiremeniB provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions, and such tables were not 
available to the International Searching Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it. 

° !JfJ^P,'®^»If i^*®? ^V^^ nucleotide andA)r amino acid sequence listing, if in electronic form only, do not 
comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

S See Supplemental Box for further details 
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or 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-34 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-34 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-34 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

Box No, VI Certain documents cited 

1. Certain published documents (Rules 43£>/s.1 and 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rules 43£?/s.1 and 70.9) 
see form 210 



Form PCT/1SA/237 (April 2005) 



I 



AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/GB2006/001552 

Re Item III. 

Rules 39.1 (iv) and 67.1 (iv) PCT - Methods for treatment of the human or animal body by 
therapy and by surgery 



Re Item V. 



Reference Is made to the following documents: 



D1 : US 2003/1 71 675 A1 (ROSENBERG LIOR [IL]) 1 1 September 2003 (2003-09-1 1 ) 
D2 : WO 2004/037334 A (SMITH & NEPHEW [GB]; BLOTT PATRICK LEWIS [GB]- 

GREENER BRYAN [GB]; HAR) 6 May 2004 (2004-05-06) 
D3: WO 2005/105175 A (SMITH & NEPHEW [GB]; BLOTT PATRICK LEWIS [GB]- 

GREEN CLARE [GB]; MARTI) 10 November 2005 (2005-1 1-10) 
D4: WO 2005/051461 A (SMITH & NEPHEW [GB]; BLOTT PATRICK LEWIS [GB]- 

GREENER BRYAN [GB]; HAR) 9 June 2005 (2005-06-09) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Document D1 (paragraphs 3, 47-52, figure 1) discloses (the references in 
parentheses applying to this document): 

An apparatus for aspirating, irrigating and/or cleansing a wound, comprising a fluid 
flow path, comprising a conformable wound dressing (10), having a bacl^ing layer 
(1 1 ,13,14,15) which is capable of forming a relatively fluid-tight seal or closure over a 
wound, at least one pipe (20. 22) which passes through and/or under the wound- 
facing layer (wound-facing part of 1 1) to allow irrigation (20) and/or aspiration (22) of 
the wound, wherein the point at which the at least one pipe passes through and/or 
under the wound-facing face formfngs a relatively fluid-tight seal or closure over the 
wound, when in line; a fluid reservoir connectable by a fluid supply tube to the at least 
one pipe (implicit) and at least one device for moving fluid through the wound 
dressing to the wound (means for introduction of the debriding composition and/or 
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acoustic medium) and/or moving fluid from tlie wound (means for evacuating liquid 
and/or semi-solid material from the acoustic chamber and/or for creating a vacuum), 
where the apparatus comprises means (18) for applying high frequency vibrational 
energy to the wound bed. 

2.2 Note that document D2 (page 31 , lines 23-29 and embodiment of figure 1 ) also 
discloses all the technical features of claim 1 , if one considers that the pulsations 
created by the piezoelectric transducer in the diaphragm pump are also transmitted to 
the wound bed, since the fluid evacuated from the dressing is in communication with 
the wound bed. Therefore the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new over D2, either, in 
the sense of Articles 33(1 ) and (2) PCT. 

3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 33 

3.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 33 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) POT. 

Document D1 (paragraphs 3, 47-52, figure 1) discloses (the references in 
parentheses applying to this document): 

A conformable wound dressing (10) comprising a backing layer (1 1 ,13,14,15) with a 
wound-facing face which is capable of forming a relatively fluid-tight seal or closure 
over a wound, at least one pipe (20, 22) which passes through and/or under the 
wound-facing face to allow irrigation (20) and/or aspiration (22) of the wound, the 
point at which the or each inlet pipe and the or each outlet-pipe passes through 
and/or under the wound-facing face forming a relatively fluid-tight seal or closure over 
the wound In use, wherein the wound dressing comprises means (18) for applying 
high frequency vibrational energy to the wound bed. 

4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-32, 34 

Dependent claims 2-32, 34 do not appear to contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements 
of the PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) POT), see 
documents D1-D4 and general knowledge of the man skilled in the art of wound 
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treatment and/or ultrasound therapy. 
Re Item VL 

internnediate documents D3 (whole document) and D4 (page 30, lines 19-25; page 45, 
lines 22-26, fig. 5) may become pertinent for questions of novelty and validity of priority. 
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